Prevalence of patent Baylisascaris procyonis infection in raccoons (Procyon lotor) in Ithaca, New York.
The prevalence of patent Baylisascaris procyonis infection in raccoons was determined by examining fecal samples collected between July 1986 and May 1987 in Ithaca, New York. September, October, and November had the highest prevalence of infection (35-48%). Significant differences (P less than 0.001) were found when months were grouped by season to test the hypothesis that a fecal sample's probability of being positive does not vary from month to month. Fall was the season contributing most to the overall chi-square statistic. Host sex/age class and prevalence of patent infection were investigated. The raccoons were aged as either juveniles or adults. A significantly higher prevalence of patent infection (P less than 0.001) was found in juveniles when compared to adults. No statistically significant difference was found in other comparisons of host sex and age. Contingency analysis tested the independence of sex/age class/season and presence of eggs. The results of the test were significant (P less than 0.001).